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may cause the valve-lesion. The evident chronicity of the cardiac
condition, even assuming that it was not congenital, would seem to
point to the renal disease being secondary in this case; but, when
established, it would react on the heart, causing hypertrophy of its left
ventricle.

NV. '. 's history favours congenital malformation of the heart. Hle
had always had cardiac symptoms. Ile had never had any sudden
onset of severe symptoms, such as mark communications between the
two sides of the heart from ulcerative perforation or the giving way of
a segment of the aortic valve. The renal disease doubtless increased
the cardiac embarrassment, and probably was the penultimate cause of
death. The murmurs, which were very loud, and. the purring tremor,
which was intense, were characteristic of a communication between the
aorta and pulmonary artery; they were probably due in this case,
in chief part, to the to-and-fro current of blood through the aperture of
communication between the aorta and pulmonary artery; the systolic
murmur being heightened by the flow of blood through the septal aper-
ture; the diastolic by regurgitation from the aorta into the left ventricle.

I have to thank Mr. Harvey Smith for assisting me in taking notes
of this case.

CASE III. Commin2iication betwecn the Twvo Ventr-icles of the lcal.:
Two Aortic Segnents.-W. S., aged 8, was brought to the hospital 1Iay
27th, i88o, in a moribund condition with enteric fever, of which he
died shortly after admission. His mother said that, up to the time of
the fever, he had been a strong boy, and had had no illness except an
attack of bronchitis the previous winter. He had always complained
of coldness of the hands and feet.

Post mortemii, the heart weighed seven ounces. On laying open its
left side, the ventricle was seen to be dilated and hypertrophied; the
mitral valve was sound; the aorta free from disease. The aortic valve
had but two segments; these were greatly dilated and one was a third
larger than the other. The larger one showed no signs of subdivision.
A small portion of both segments was thickened; the thickened portion
was at their attached margin, where they formed part of the boundary
of an aperture in the septum ventriculorum. The rest of the segment
was sound. In the aortic sinus corresponding to the larger segment
was the origin of the two coronary arteries. In the septum ventriculorum,
between and below these two segments, was a smooth, round, mem-
branous aperture, around which were some small vegetations; one,
resembling a polypus, arose on the rim of the aperture, and permitted
of being pushed to and fro from one ventricle to the othe-. On laying
open the right side of the heart, the ventricle was seen to be slightly
dilated and hypertrophied. The tricuspid and pulmonary valves were
sound. The aperture in the septum was half an inch below the pul-
monary valve. On the inner surface of the wall of the ventricle, over
an area the size of a sixpenny-piece, was a cluster of vegetations; they
were situated exactly opposite to the septal aperture. The ventricle
elsewhere was free from vegetations. The spleen was enlarged and
soft; the intestines ulcerated; the other viscera normal.
The explanation I would offer of this case is, that one aortic segment

was congenitally absent; that, during fEetal and infantile life, the two
segments by dilatation were competent, or nearly so; but that, as the
heart and large vessels increased in size, regurgitation took place,
causing hypertrophy and dilatation of the left ventricle. The aperture
in the septum I regard as a flaw in development, looking upon the
septum as an "imperfect septum". The vegetations around the septal
aperture, and the thickening of that part of the two segments which
helped to form it, were, I venture to think, the result of extraordinary
strain on that part, and the loitering of blood about it conseqlent on
the lateral current through the abnormal aperture. Increased tension
of the two aortic segments from the absence of one segment would
explain the dilatation of these segments. The vegetations in the riaht
ventricle being confined to a limited area, and being situated exactly
opposite to the septal aperture, would make it appear that they ha(d
been caused by blood driven through that aperture, and impinging on
the wall of the ventricle. This case seems to come into the category
of those cases where congenital malformations of the heart are followed
by morbid changes in that organ. The abnormality of the circulation
probably leading to the disease, the morbid changes may take the form
of dilatation, or thickening of valves, or vegetations, or aneurysmal
dilatation of congenital apertures, or alterations in the walls, or capacity
of the chambers of the heart-a class of cases exemplified also by
Cases I and iI. I would point to certain features common to this case
and Case it: I. The existence of but two segmiients of the aortic valve;
probably the result of defective development. 2. One of the existing
segments is larger than the other, and is subjacent to the sinus of the
aorta giving off the two coronary arteries. 3. The existence of an
aperture in the septum ventriculorum; probably congenital. 4. The

presence of morbid changes in the aortic segments and in the heart;
probably secoinldary.

I have to thank Dr. Barling, the pathologist, for an account of the
/ost /foleCt of this case.

THE NNE \V YORK AMB11ULANCE SYSTEM.
BY BENJAMIN HOWARD, A.M., M.D., F.R.C.S.E.

IN the system for the care of emergency cases within the MKetropolitan
district of New York, there are observable a promptness, ease, and
thoroughness not only interesting, hut suggestive. This system unites
municipal authority with voluntary effort, and affords an exceptional
illustration of the efficiency and harmony possible to such combination.
Although not so designated, practically the Chief of the Ambulance

Systemis theChiefof1Police. The principal general hospitalswhich have
been placed at his service, accept the regulations imposed, and thus the
hospitals in question supplement the single government " House of
Relief," and these together form a circle of hospitals at the centre
of which is the office of the Chief cf Police in telephonic communica-
tion with them all. The Chief of Police at any momeint, day or night,
can have an ambulance from any or every one of these hospitals, at
any given spot, as certainly and as quickly as the Chief of the Fire
Department can have a fire-engine from any F'ire Brigade station at a
designated point in a corresponding emergency. For the sake of con-
formity in this plan, the hospital-buildings erected since the organisation
of this system, have includced the most careful adaptation to it; while the
older hospitals have received corresponding alterations.
On the occurrence of a surgical or medical emergency, information,

whether by a policeman or a civilian, is at once given at the nearest
police-station ; this is telegraphed to the central head-quarter police-
office. The officer receiving the telegram can see a chart before him,
in which hospital district the emergency in question has occurred, and
telephones the call and address to the hospital to which that district
belongs.

While I was talking upon this subject in the office of the superin-
tendent of the recently built New York Ilospital, the conversation was
stopped by a shrill whistle. A telephonic message having been received,
and as quickly answered, the superintendent remark-ed that the message
was an emergency call. Following him on a run down a flight of stairs,

'and under a covered way across an inner courtyard, a surgeon was seen
to step into an ambulance, which passed almost noiselessly along the
concrete way under the arch and into the street. As the superintendent
had telephoned both driver and doctor, before he had explained to me
the nature of the interruption in our conversation, while we were simply
putting on our hats, the ready harnessed horses had been put in, the
doctor had got the start of uis, and I had nearly missed the perform-
ance the superintendent had asked me to witness.
The ambulance, on returning, comes in from an opposite direc-

tion, an(d stops under the large port-e cochnV-e on the opposite side of
the court, at the door of the reception or accident ward. This room,
is supplied with every surgical convenience: operating table, instru-
ments, dressings, hot and cold wvater, and beds, while opening into it
are bathrooms and small bedru,orns, all at a constantly agreeable tempe-
rature. According to expediency, the patient miay remain a longer or
shorter time comfortably where he is, be put into a private room a(ijoin-
ing, or be transferred on the lift direct from the table to an ordliinary
ward above. If, on the other hand, the case be a trivial one, the ambu-
lance takes himii at once, or as soon as he may wish, to his own home.
The amnbulance-surgeon, immnediately on retuirning to the hospital,

accordin(g as the case inay be surgical or medical, notifies the house-
surgeon or house-physician, who then takes entire charge of the case.
B'efore attending to any other duty, however, the ambulance-
urgeon eniters in a book, kept for that purpose, titne of call, start,
srrival, dleparture, return, and such details of history and diagnosis as
a coroner's jury might possibl)' require.
The ambulance-wagons are (drawn by' two good horses, wvith light

harness; and on the street the driver, by comimon consent, has the right
of wvay. The vehicle pretty uniformly a'dopted is in every particular as
lig,ht as is consistent with i.s use. Its floor is v'ery low, and the bed,
which is on rollers, is by means of sliding handles used as a stretcher also.
The roof and curtairns are of white duck, which is so extenlded as to,
alford -oocl shelter to the driver. WViPhin is a comfortalble seat for the
doctor, Where, if he wish, he can -watch the patient eni icuic. In the
box of the aimlbulance are all such stores and appliances as are (leemed
expedient for possible use.
This system seems to have the merit of great equality of advantage.
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r. To the municipality, it offers relief from all care of the cases in
question, and without cost for horses, ambulance, or treatment.

2. To the hospital surgeons, it supplies the kind of cases especially
desired by those who are teachers.

3. To the patients, it secures prompt help, and the mcst skilful
attendance.
The municipal element in the system maintains in all concerned the

consciousness of accountability, while the voluntary element in the
system quickens between the several hospitals a lively emulation.
Take it all in all, the ambulance system of New York is creditable,
both to the medical and to the municipal authorities of the city, pre-
senting an unique example of an efficient and harmonious combina-
tion of municipal and voluntary effort, which seems to yield satisfac-
tion to all concerned.
As the city which, for the protection of property, boasts the best fire

department in the world, must sooner or later follow its higher instincts
and traditions in having a system correspondingly complete for the
protection and care of human life also, it is possible that some of the
above facts will afford memoranda which may be of service in the
organisation of the future Ambulance Department of London.

THE USE OF ELECTRICITY IN EAR-DISEASE.*

By E. WVOAKES, M.D.

IN discussing the subject of the use of electricity in diseases of the ear,
I shall refer to it-first, as a means of diagnosis; and secondly, as a
remedial agent.
As regards the value of electricity for the purposes of diagnosis in

ear-disease, you will at once recall the experiments of Dr. Brenner
at St. Petersburg, first made known about twelve years ago by the
publication of his work on Elec/r o- Otia/rics, a very fair rc'sume' of which
is given in Dr. Burnett's treatise on the Ear, and also in Dr. Roosa's
last edition. You will remember that this work was the result of
ten years of careful study, and therefore the conclusions arrived at
are entitled to the weight which such exhaustive examination by a com-
petent observer must always demand. The outcome of this study was,
that the auditory nerve couild be excited by the electric current, which
in the normal state responded to it by certain constant phenomena;
and that these phenomena were reduced to exact formuke for the
guidance of others, who would ascertain by means of electricity the
state of the nerve of audition.
That Brenner's conclusions should meet with opposition, is only what

may have been expected. Without desiring to prejudice the discus-
sion, I shall state very briefly two points which seem to my mind fatal
to the sufficiency of the experiments, and therefore to the conclusions
deduced from them.
The conditions of the experiment, make it probable that the auditorv

nerve is not reached by the current at all. The reasons for this con-
clusion are, that, when a nerve is superficially placed, covered only by
integument-i. c., when the electrode is applied to it-a very consider-
able portion of the current is diffused in the surrounding tissues. Bone
being a bad conductor, this loss of electricity, de Watteville and Hitzig
argue, not taking place, increases the probability of the current reach-
ing the auditory nerve. (The electrode is placed in the external canal,
previously filled with water.) But the current must previously affect
other nerves within reach-the branches of the fifth-and reflexly
excite spasm of the tensor tympani, before it reaches the auditory
nerve. Now, the effect of exciting a powerful contraction of the tensor
tympani is to make pressure through the stapes on the intralabyrinthine
fluid. Dr. WVeber-Liel of Berlin has pointed out to me that direct
pressure over the stapes, when this bone is exposed by means of a
probe, is accompanied by a sound which the patient experiences, resem-
filing " tin-g--g ". The correspondence between this sound and that pro-
dluced by Brenner, and undlerstood by him to imply a normal ieaction
to galvanism of the auditory nerve, is very sianificant. At any rate, it
leaves one's mind in a state of (doubt as to whether Brenner's normal
reaction was not the resuilt of inducing contraction of the tensor tym-
pani in a healthy ear, seeing that such contraction, when in excess
of what occurs in response to ordinary stimuli, is undoubtedly asso-
ciate(d with a soun(d; that is to say, the sound is due in both cases to
mechanical pressure, and not to electric excitation of the auditory
nerve.

Another point, which stand3s somewchat in the light of a corollary to
the precedling, is this: the supporters cf Brenner's hypothesis attach
great importance to the fact that, when the test is applied to a badly

Read at Camb)ridge to introdluce ttie discuission on this subject at the OtolotgicalSection, Augulst I8eo.

diseased ear of long standing, the phenomena do not occur in that ear,
but in the opposite one, to which no electricity is applied; or they
occur in both ears in a reverse order. The current is here suipposed to
pass along the partially paralysed auditory nerve of the diseased side,
and to be transferred to the other and unaffected nerve by commtunica-
tions at their origin. Now I think there is another explanation, and a
more reasonable one. It is very rare for an old-standing case of ear-
disease to be free from paresis of the tube-muscles on the affected side.
Now, if the conclusion at which I have already arrived hold good-
viz., that the sound in question is the result of contraction of the tensor
tympani-it is very obvious that, if this muscle be paralysed, or only
partially paralysed, on the side to which the galvanism is applied, it
will fail to react to the stimulus, or will react partially, or differently
from what it would do otherwise. It is not improbable, under these
circumstances, that the current would travel to the opposite branches
of the fifth nerve; and that contraction of the tensor tympani of
the opposite ear would ensue, and give the ordinary remult in this, the
unaffected side. That such cross action of a stimulus in the case of the
fifth nerve does occur, is borne out by the following suggestive fact. k
lady about fifty years of age, suffering with deafness and paresis Af
the tubal muscles of the right ear, not of an extreme tvpe, states that,
when she bites a crust or hard substance on her le/t upper seconid
bicuspid tooth, she gets a distinct momentary ringing sound in her
right ear. She is an intelligent common-sense person, not at all
likely to imagine the symptom; and the statement I have repeated was
volunteered to me. I need not stay to point out that the connection
here can only be through the fifth nerve, and that it was transferred to
the opposite side; thus establishing, as far as it goes, the possibility of
a sound being excited through this nerve in the opposite ear.

" Professor Hughes's audiometer is an instrument for exactly mea-
suring the power of hearing, and chronicling the progress of recovery
from deafness." In the Practitioner for Mlay I88o, Dr. R'ichardson is
reported to affirm that it " may be used to differentiate between deaf-
ness through the external ear and deafness from closure of the Eusta-
chian tube-throat-deafness; or to determine the value of artificial tym-
panums in instances of deafness due to imperfection or destruction of
the natural tympanum." Others speak of it as an expensive and im-
posing toy. I cannot say that I am in a position to throw any light
upon these extreme views, though I trust the discussion may do so.

I now have to consider the value of electricity in ear-disease, consi-
dered as a curative agent simply. I do not know how far the experi-
ence of other otologists corresponds in this respect with my own, but I
am quite free to confess to a growing recognition of the paramount im-
port of muscle-paresis as a chief factor in the causation of (leafness and
its concomitant symptoms in a very large proportion of those cases of
the disease which occur in aduilt life. To Dr. Weber-Liel of Berlin is
undoubtedly due the credit of having first pointed out this important
fact in his work entitled Pro,ressizve Schzroeiriii,i:kcit, published in
I873. Three years ago, before I became acquainted with this work, I
had quite independently arrived at the conclu.sion that paresis of
muscle was in some way concerned in the production of the symptoms
referred to, because I met with quite a number of cases in which these
symptoms were associated with marked paralysis of the palato-tubal
muscles. It is true that most of my cases presented some marked
divergencies, as regards simply aural conditions, to those described by
Weber-Liel; and I presented the first r-'smiiii' of them to this Section
in a paper which I had the honour of submitting to it last yc;r at
Cork. It would be beside my duty on this occasion to occuipy your
time with further details on this subject; suffice it to say that there
appear to me two distinct phases of paralytic affections of the auditory
apparatus-viz., that described as "progressive" (leafness by Weher-Liel,
and that which I have elsewhere described as "paretic" deafness. Now
the importance to our present purpose of these obscevation<,r-ides in
the fact that it is in these paretic aural affections that galilvanism will
be found of essential service. That is to say, it is in the treat mnent of
deafness in adult life, when this acknowledges a more deeply scated(
constitutional lesion of the nervous system, that the true province of
electro-therapeutics, as it relates to otology, will h1 foiu"d to lie. Speak-
ing strictly within the limits of my ownv experience, I have to regret
that, even in this large class of cases, the use of electricity is esselti-
ally a limited one. The reason of this resides in the fAct that we
seldom meet with uncomplicated cases; for it is inherent in the nature
of any affection which interferes with the furnction of th,e Etustachiaii
tube-as paralysis of its muscles does-to irduce a greater or less de-
gree of passive congestion of the midd(le ear. 'wit has been conclu-
sively shown by the experiments of -Morant -nd1 I)stre, a d1etailed
account of which will be foundl in the Co;n 't's Pa'6 ii1's, I-78, that,
after galvanising motor nerves, there follows cor msidrahle hyper;.miain the tissues to which the branches are distributel, which condition





The New York Ambulance System. — The New York am­
bulance system is undoubtedly the most perfect in the world. 



It originated about ten years ago, the first one being used at 
Bellevue Hospital. Previous to that time what were known 
as “ sick-wagons ” were used, which were slow, lumbering affairs, not 
unlike an ordinary grocery wagon, and in marked contrast to the 
present brightly varnished, gilt-lettered ambulances which may be 
seen at almost any hour of the day dashing through the streets at 
what sometimes seems to be a perilous speed. The calls were also 
much longer in reaching the hospitals then than now, as the present 
perfect telegraph system, by which a call can be instantly sent from 
any police station to any of the larger hospitals, was not in use. If the 
case be an urgent one the call can be sent from the nearest fire alarm 
box, by which means valuable time is frequently saved. Under such 
circumstances it is called a ■“ fire-call,” and is transmitted to all of the 
hospitals, and the ambulance which first arrives claims the case. The 
ambulance surgeons and drivers are on duty both night and day, 
and seldom require more than two minutes to get in readiness for the 
start. A tourniquet, bandages, carron oil and medicines useful in 
emergencies are always carried, and important services are frequently 
rendered before the hospital is reached. About two years ago an 
ordinance was passed, giving ambulances the right of way “ against 
all persons, vehicles or animals,” and since then but little obstruction 
has been met with, and the efficiency of the service consequently 
much increased. The introduction of ambulances was an important 
step in hospital management, and they certainly could not now be 
dispensed with.
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THE FIRST AUTOMOBILE PAT ROt WAaGN. 
The town of Akroll , Ohio, lay� c la i lll to the d istinc­

tion of having construct.ed the  first automobile patrol 
wagon ever used. The wagon in .question was not 
made by a horseless carriage manufacturer, but was 
designed and built by a local mechanical engineer, Mr. 
Frank p, Loomis. 

'rhe veh icle is driven by two four-horse power elec­
tric motors, geared in the usual wanuel' with the rear 
wheels. Current is supplied by an accuwulator of 40 
cel ls, sto wed heneath the  seats of tile vehicle in four  
sets of ten cells each, aud grouped as  the driver may 
desire by Illeans of a contrOller with in reach of his left 
hand. A meter at his right hand indi­
cates the amount of current at his dis­
posal. 

The steering mechanism consists of It 
hand-wheel ,  the vertical shaft of w hich is 
con n ected by a segmental gear with a 
fifth-wheel provided with roller bearings. 

'rhe braking devices com prise two sets 
of friction rollers forced into engagement 
with the tires of the rear wheels by Illeans 
of a foot-lever, and a band-brake con­
nected with the gearing of the rear 
wheels and controlled by a hand· lever 
beneath the steering wheel in front of the 
driver. 

The wagon body is 10 feet long, 4 feet 
4 inches widp, and is supported on rubber­
t ired wooden wheels carried by roller­
bearing axles. The vehicle has a maxi­
mum speed of twenty mile!! an hour, 
weighs 5,500 pounds, and cost the city of 
A kron about $3, 000. For our descriptive 
mattel' and il l ustration we are indebted 
to Mr. E. J. Hoskin, of Akron, Ohio. 

---. ..... ---
A. New Variable Star In A.lgol. 

Another remarkable variable star of the 
Algol class has been discovered by Mme. 
Ceraski. From an examination of the 
Draper Memorial photographs of this 
star, it appears that wh ile the star has its ful l  brigh t­
ness on 45 of t!lem, on several of the early photographs 
it  i s  so faint that they m ust have been taken when the 
star was neal' minimum. The Moscow photographs 
furnish the means of determining the periods from an 
interval of four years, the Harvard photographs in­
crease this i nterval to nine years. Five stars of the 
Algol class, S Cancri, U Cepbei,  W Del phini,  +45°3062, 
and t.he star referred to are specially i nteresting, says 
Prof. Ed ward C. Pickeri ng, owing to the large vari­
ation in their light, w hich amounts to about two magni­
tudes in each case. It is remarkable that two of these 
were found by Mme. Ceraski, and one by her distin­
guished husband. 

... I. 
AN ELECTRIC AUTOMOBILE AMBULANCE. 

The ambulauce service in our American cities is the 
Illodel one of the world, so that it  is l ittle wonder that 
we are to have what is probabl y the first electric am­
bulance, certainly the one we i l l ustrate is the first ever 
b u i l t  in the United States. T here are many reasons 
why an automobile ambu lance has marked advantages 
over the horse vehicles. It is capable of greater sus­
tained speed, and when the destination is reached no 
care has to be paid to the steaming horse, and both 
surgeon and d l'iver can devote their at­
tention to the i njured pel·son. Accidents 
to ambulances al'e of frequent occurrence, 
owi ng to their speed and their right of 
way, but electric vehicles can be stopped 
in their length, Every second is  of im­
portance to an injured person ,  and speed 
and ease of riding wil l  undoubtedly soon 
make them a great favorite among hos­
pital author+ti.es. Another feat me of in­
terest is the l()Wer cost of  maintenance. 
An ambulance is usually idle twenty or 
more hours out of the twenty-four, and 
this gives ample time for charging the 
batteries. There is no time lost i n  hit!lh­
in� u p, and the stable Illay be in the 
hospital proper, without the dangers of 
stable odors. 

per hour. 'rhe radius of action of the ambulance is 
25 to ao miles. 

'rhe Wood pedestal gear is used, making it possible 
to have the body low, which is  essential in an ambu­
lance, and adds to its appearance. All the fore and 
aft bending strain on the springs is relieved by the 
pcdestals sliding vertically up and down on the pedes­
tal box. The dr iver is i n  immediate communication 
with the surgeon by the aid of a speaking-tube. The 
inside trimming is of leather, and the bed slides out, 
and being caught by irons, stands out parallel with 
the sidewal k, thus enabling a patient to be placed 
upon 'the bed without the necessity of being jolted, 

THE FIRST AUTOMOBILE PATROL WAGON. 

which is inseparable to the use of stationary beds. 
The inside and outside electric lights are of ten-candle 
power each. The mountings are all of brass. 

• • •  • 
Experllnents With Decimal Instruments In the 

French Marlnc. 

The experiments which were commenced last June 
on several vessels of the French navy at the Naval 
School at Brest, and in  several hyd rographic schools, 
for the purpos e of studying the advantages of the em­
ploy ment in navigat.ion of the decimal measures of 
angles, will, according to the original programme, 
close at the termination of February, 1900. 

The  correspondent of The Mon i teur de la Bijouterie 
et de l'Horlogerie says : 

We are happy to recall thefact that the instru ments, 
maps, sextants, com pass roses, decimal chronometers, 
etc., which are employed, appeared at the exposition 
of the apparatus for the measure of time and angles, 
grad uated according to the decimal system. 

This exposition was organized on the occasion of the 
congress of the scientific societies at Toulouse by the 
Geographical Society of this  city, at the i nstance of 
M. De Rey-Pailhade, ex-president, and the promoter 
of this important reform, of which the success is now 

MARCH 10, 1900. 

certain. The numerous instruments exhibited forcibly 
drew the attention of al l interested, and particularly 
of General Se�waisons, cowlllander of the 17th Army 
Corps. The expel'iments are undel' the direct ion of 
Captain Guyon, a prominent member of the Bureau of 
Longitudes, who was appoi nted by the Ministerial 
Commission on Decimal ization. 

Each experimenter wi l l  present a detailed report to 
the Bureau of Longitudes on the employment of the 
new decimal un i ts of angles. That learned body wi l l  
publish a resume of the experiments for submission to 
the decision of the International Congress, special ly  
charged with the  consideration of  this subject. 

The scien tific societies of our city which, 
d uring the revolution, was one of the 
first to adopt the decimal division of 
time, wil l  fol low with interest the results 
of this truly scientific event, this effort 
for the extension of the work of the im­
mortal creators of the decimal metric 
system. 

The fol lowing incident shows the value 
that was attached to the decimal time : 

Antoine Alric, a watchmaker of Tou­
louse, was arrested and imprisoned on 
December 7, 1793, for having "uttered 
his aristocratic opinions on all occasions." 
Alric had de\'oted time to the dl"ciulal 
hour, which had been encouraged

' 
by a 

decree of the National Conven tion on 
the 21st Pluviose of the year 2, establish­
ing a public competition of decimal 
watches. The Toulouse COlIlmittee of 
Safety, of whom the watchmaker had 
demanded his liberty, reported t.o the 
national agent : "We do not think that 
Alric, watchmaker, deserves to be set 
free ; but we will engage h i m  to execute 
his plan as to the deci mal watches." 
Alric was discharged on the 10th Fructi­
dol', year 2, as more talkative than danger-
ous. 

At the congress of the societies there 
w as a beautifu l clock, which, through the ingenuity of 
M. Raffy, presented simultaneously the ordinary hours 
and the decimal time by means of di visions and hands 
in two colors; everybody understood the decimal ti me 
at the first view. This remarkable timepiece real ized 
the wish expressed by the municipal authorities of Tou­
louse, at the sitting of the 15th Fructidor of the year 6, 
that, .. The clock of the capitol shouhl indicate both 
the decimal and the d uodecimal hours, in  order that 
the public should understand their relations to each 
other." 

It is interesting to remember that the new experi­
ments take place at exactly a century after the estab­
lishment of the metric system. It was on April 23. 1799, 
that the commission of the national convention. 
chal'ge d with the preparation of the meter, completed 
its work. On June 22, 1799, the meter and the k i lo­
gramllle in plat ina were presented to the u n iterl legis­
lative body. On Decem ber 10, 1799, the second law 
const ituting the decimal metrical system was enacted, 
fixing definitely the values of the meter and the kilo· 
gramme. 

Our Coal Production. 

The fact that the United States has become the 
world's greatest producer of coal, and at 
a cost for prod uction far bel o w  that of 
any other part of the world,  is attracting 
great attention, especial ly from British 
producers and conSllmers of coal. T h e  
present output of t h e  United States is  
larger than that of the U nited King-dolll, 
and coal can be bough t in America at 
the pit mouth at $1.18 a ton as against 
$1.36 .paid in Great Bl'itain. The result 
is that people in Lancashire are talking 
about bringing coal from America to 
Lancashire. IIi 1870. the U nited States 
produced 86,806,1560 short-tons, and i n  the 
sallle year the Uh ited Kingdom produced 
123,682,935 short-tons. In 1880, our pro­
duction of coal had risen to 71,481,569 
short-tons, while that of the United 
Kingdom was 164,605, 738 short-tons, and 
in  1899 the total amount of coal prod uced 
in the United States was 244.000,000 short­
tons against 234,000,000 short· ton s  of the 
Unit.ed Kingddm. 

••• 

The electl'ic ambulance shown in our 
engraving was bui lt by F. R. Wood & 
Son, of New York city, for St. Vincent's 
Hospital. It is  handsome in appearance, 

bei ng wel l  finished. The openings a;'e 
all inclosed with beveled plate gla�s 
windows which open or close with ease. 
The vehicle is steered from the front 
whel"ls and is propel led by two 2-horse 
power Illotors. which are suspended on 
the rear axle. The current for the motors 
is supplil"d by 44 cells of storage batteries 
and it is managed by a controller placed 
under the seat entirely out of view. 
This control ler permits of th ree speeds 
ahead, 6, 9 and 13 mi les per hour, and 
two speeds to the rear, 3 and 6 miles NEW ELECTRIC AMBULA:BCE FOB ST. VI:BCEn'S HOSPITAL, :B. Y. CITY, 

THE last remai n i n g  reli c of the first 
rail way in London has j ust di�appeared. 
In 1801, an act was passed authorizing 
the construction of a ra i l  way from Wands­
worth. to Croydon,  the sleepers bei ng of 
stone and motor power was proyided 
by horses. The scheme included a dock 
at Wandsworth and it  is the an cient 
wooden crane con nected therewith which 
has j ust fallen into the waters of the 
WandIe. 
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